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Academic Year 2024-2025

Application deadline April 25, 2024

NJ Human Services Opens College Scholarship Program
for Blind, Deaf-Blind and Visually Impaired Students

Commissioner Sarah Adelman announced students can now apply to the 2024 Board of
Trustees Scholarship program, which provides college scholarships to individuals who are
blind, deaf-blind, and/or visually impaired.

The program, run by Human Services’ Commission for the Blind and Visually
Impaired (CBVI), is open to high school seniors and college students, of any age, who are
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registered to attend the 2024-2025 academic year. Students must be active or eligible
CBVI clients. For full eligibility requirements please visit here.

“These scholarships work to provide financial support so blind, deaf-blind and visually
impaired scholars can reach their academic and professional goals,” Commissioner
Adelman said. “The endless opportunities that come with pursing higher education belong
to all, including those who are blind, deaf-blind, or visually impaired. We urge those
interested to learn more about this program and apply for the 2024-2025 school year.”

Four privately funded scholarships will be available, with awards ranging from $1,000 to
$5,000. Each scholarship will be awarded to a student who best fits the qualifications.

“For well over 25 years, CBVI's Board of Trustees has made it possible to award these
scholarships to exemplary blind, deaf-blind, or visually impaired students who are pursuing
higher education. We are delighted to offer these scholarships yet again and look forward
to extending this valuable opportunity to the next generation of scholars,” CBVI Executive
Director Dr. Bernice Davis said. “l urge CBVI consumers to check their eligibility

and apply.”
READ MORE HERE

DIVISION OF
DEVELOPMENTAL
DISABILITIES

Human Services’ Division of
Developmental Disabilities helps
New Jersey adults with intellectual
and developmental disabilities live
more independently.
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NJ Human Services Seeks Proposals for Crisis Prevention
& Intervention Team Serving Individuals with Intellectual
and Developmental Disabilities and Mental Health Needs

Commissioner Sarah Adelman announced Human Services is seeking proposals to
develop evidence-based, community crisis prevention and intervention services for
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and mental health needs.
Human Services’ Division of Developmental Disabilities (DDD) has issued a request for
proposals to develop a new START Model program.

START — which stands for Systemic, Therapeutic, Assessment, Resources, and
Treatment — provides community-based crisis prevention and intervention services for
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities and mental health needs. This
model focuses on reducing emergency room visits, hospitals admissions, caregiver
burnout, and calls to police as well as building community capacity to successfully support
people with intellectual and developmental disabilities and mental health needs.

“START is recognized for its person-centered, solutions-focused approach that employs
positive psychology and other evidence-based practices to address mental health
conditions that are too often misdiagnosed, under-diagnosed, or undiagnosed among
individuals with intellectual and developmental disabilities,” Commissioner Adelman said.
“This will be another step in our statewide efforts to improve and expand crisis response,
and to ensure the best services for individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities. Their safety — and quality of life — is always a priority.”

“This innovative approach will help advance our goal to provide the most comprehensive
services for all adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities, including individuals
with complex behavioral challenges and mental health needs,” Deputy Commissioner for
Aging and Disability Services Kaylee McGuire said. “With START, we're expanding the
types of supports available to ensure the best crisis response prevention and intervention
efforts based on evidence that works.”

“We look forward to implementing this program and working in collaboration with our
partners to improve crisis response for individuals with intellectual and developmental
disabilities,” Division of Developmental Disabilities Assistant Commissioner Jonathan
Seifried said. “We encourage qualified agencies to apply. They can be part of something
innovative and groundbreaking here in New Jersey which, if successful, we’d be excited to
seek to expand in the future.”

READ MORE HERE
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Raylee McGuire & Jonathan Seifried

Deputy Commissioner for Aging and Disability Services Kaylee McGuire and Division of
Developmental Disabilities Assistant Commissioner Jonathan Seifried joined the ArcMorris
to commemorate Developmental Disabilities Awareness Month.

Congratulations to Assistant Commissioner

Jonathan Seifried, who was honored by the
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NJ Human Services Commissioner Sarah Adelman was honored as a
YMCA Public Policy Champion at the New Jersey YMCA State Alliance’s annual
reception. Participants from the Y’s Youth And Government (YAG) program
introduced the honorees and presented them with their awards,
and were surprised by Commissioner Adelman revealing she
participated in YAG as a student, too!
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NJ Human Services Commissioner Sarah Adelman joined
Volunteers of America Delaware Valley (VOADV) for a ribbon cutting event to
launch their new Navigational Resource Center in Vineland.

VOADYV aids in navigating reentry services, housing assistance, employment
services, substance use & mental health referrals, legal assistance & more.
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On Read Across America Day and Dr. Seuss' Birthday, NJ Human Services
Commissioner Sarah Adelman took part in this special reading
“Oh, the Places You'll Go!I’ by Dr. Seuss to elementary students at the
Community Charter School of Paterson.



It may not be “summer nights” quite yet, but the New Lisbon
Developmental Center hosted a Sock Hop for residents.
NJ Human Services Deputy Commissioner Kaylee Mcguire and Assistant
Commissioner Jonathan Seifried were among those on
hand to help promote a fun time for residents.
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NJ Human Services' Division of Aging Services along with Assemblyman Joe
Danielsen presented today at the Franklin Township Senior Center in Somerset.
To learn about all of the services DoAS offers visit HERE.
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Deputy Commissioner for Aging and Disability Services Kaylee McGuire and Division of

Aging Services Assistant Commissioner Louise Rush spoke with stakeholders about the

State Plan on Aging, highlighting Murphy Administration investments in programs serving
older adults.
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Dignitary Remarks-
PRESENTED BY

Kaylee McGuire

Deputy Commissioner
for Aging and Disability
Services

New Jersey Department of
Human Services

Deputy Commissioner for Aging and Disability Services, Kaylee McGuire
gave the dignitary remarks at the InnovAGINGNJ 2024 Virtual Event.
This event showcases innovative programs and partnerships
that are improving the lives of older adults and
changing norms for aging in New Jersey.

For more information on this event, visit HERE.
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Brain Injury Alliance of New Jersey held its virtual day of awareness in honor of
Brain Injury Awareness Day. BIANJ staff & partners, advocates & legislators
discussed topics in the brain injury community. NJ Human Services Deputy
Commissioner Kaylee McGuire spoke and Division of Disability Services Executive
Director Peri Nearon presented the proclamation.
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NJ Human Services Community Outreach Team was out at the Greater Mercer Public
Health Partnership 2024 Resource Fair in Hamilton. Information about Human Services
programs and services along with NJ Familycare
updates were presented to the public.

INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'’S DAY 2024

Sarah Adelman Lisa Asare Kaylee McGuire
Commissioner Deputy Commissioner Deputy Commissioner
of Health Services for Aging and

Disability Services

Johanna Calle Dr. Bernice Davis Elizabeth Hill Jennifer Langer Jacobs  Natasha Johnson
Director Executive Director Executive Director Assistant Commissioner Assistant Commissioner
Office of Commission for the Blind Division of the Deaf Division of Medical Assistance Division of

New Americans and Visually Impaired and and Health Services Family Development

Hard of Hearing

Denise Meckel Valerie Mielke Peri Nearon Deborah Robinson Louise Rush
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International Women's Day 2024 was March 8th!
NJ Human Services recognizes its



women leaders committed to providing supports such as
child & health care, food assistance and more.
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K-9 Appreciation Day was March 13th!

NJ Human Services is happy to highlight our amazing Human Services Police K-9
Unit dogs who help our officers protect and serve the state’s most vulnerable
citizens.

Many thanks to Logan, Spike, Hunter and Jupiter for their dedicated service!
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The Human Services Police welcomes Officer Holly Whitmore who

recently graduated from the Passaic County Police Academy!
Welcome to NJ HSP!
L-R Lieutenant Duane Brown, Sergeant Marcial Martinez,
Officer Holly Whitmore and Chief Brian Lee.
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International
Wheelchair
Day

International Wheelchair Day!

NJ Human Services' Division of Disability Services' marked March 1's International
Wheelchair Day by highlighting how its Inclusive Healthy Communities (IHC) Grant
program helps communities across the state support the health & well-being of
individuals with
disabilities where they live, work, learn, & play.

To learn more, visit HERE.
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TODAY
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at healthy. be active. T S

- EatMoreFruitsAndVeggies.com

March is National Nutrition Month!
Learn more about all the ways you
can make food choices that are both healthy
and budget-friendly, and
stay active all year long, HERE.
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Project BEST

BETTER BYE-HEALTH S
AND TREATMENT

Provides free vision screening, eye health
education and referrals for necessary services
to children and adults.

> 88 60 oo
80 00 oo
COMMISSION FOR

THE BLIND AND
VISUALLY IMPAIRED

March is Save Your Vision Month and
World Glaucoma Day March 12th!

The Commission for the Blind and Visually Impaired’s ProjectBEST works to save
sight & restore vision whenever it is medically possible. Free eye screenings have
continued across NJ at schools, medical centers, & other fixed sites.

Visit HERE for more info & screening locations.
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SPOTLIGHTS ON NJ HUMAN SERVICES PROGRAMS

NJABLE_|Gees
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NJ ABLE, a tax-advantaged savings account for NJ residents with disabilities. Use it
for expenses like housing and transportation and for long-term savings. NJ ABLE
won'’t affect SSI or Medicaid eligibility.Learn more at
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Get up to 70 percent tuition reimbursement and enrich lives. Find out how to become
a certified TVI today! Learn more at

NJ SNAP | NJ FAMILYCARE | NJHELPS

FOLLOW US!
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